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——EEEE————— EEE 
SPIRITS IN PRISON. 

Several correspondents having requested some 
comment on the passage containing the subject of 
the “ spirits in prison,” we offer the following re- 
marks, aware, however, that some may differ, per- 
haps dissent almost altogether, from our view of this 
passage. The reader must think for himself, and 
make his own comments, if what we offer do not 
suit him. 

1 PETER iii. 18—20. 

“ For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the 
just for the unjust that he might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the 
Spirit ; by which also he went and preached unto 
the spirits in prison: which sometime were disobe- 
dient, when once the long-suffering of God waited 
in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, 
wherein few, that is, eight souls, were saved by 
water.” 

The ordinary comment on this passage is simply 
an expression of the literal reading of the transla- 
tion, with the exception of making the preaching, 
by Christ, to be by his spirit through the medium 
of Noah. This view admits one truth which we 
shall contend for ; that man, in this mode of being, 
so long as he remains an unbeliever, is in prison. 
There are those, however, who stoutly contend, 
that the “ spirits in prison” are those‘who were co- 
temporary with Noah, and destroyed by the flood ; 
and that Christ, during the time that intervened 
between his crucifixion and resurrection, while his 
body was entombed, actually preached to those im- 
prisoned Antediluvians in another mode of being. 

We dissent from this view of the subject, for the 
following reasons. First: The passage, when cor- 
rectly understood, and compared with other testimo- 
nies, will not admit of it. Second : The impartiali- 
ty and goodness of God, is not reconcileable with 
this view of the subject. Third: It is not the most 
reasonable construction of the passage. 

To give our own opinion at once, we will say, 
that the apostle was speaking of the different Provi- 
dence of God, under two dispensations. In Noah’s 
time (the first dispensation,) men were the same as 
at the time Christ came, being “ without God in the 
world.” It pleased God to let the Antediluvians 
remain thus, until he took them away by the flood. 
But, in the second dispensation, when Christ came, 
God was pleased, by the quickening of Christ, to 
employ his Spirit to preach unto sinners of the same 
stamp, and instead of sweeping them from the earth, 
in blindness of mind, and har@ness of heart, to en- 
lighten their understanding ; as expressed in chap. 
iv. 6, “ For, for this cause was the gospel preached 
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also to them that are dead, that they might be judg- 
ed according to men in the flesh, but live according 
to God in the spirit.” All unbelievers are dead in 
trespasses and sins. Those spoken of were to be 
judged according to their real condition, for they 
weie in the flesh, and a different result was to be 
produced from that of Noah’s time. They were to 
be judged in the flesh, and to live unto God in the 
spirit, while inthe flesh. If it is said, Nay, but they 
were judged without the flesh, as though they lived 
in the flesh ; we answer—Then they lived accord- 
ing to God without the spirit, as though they had 
possessed, or been influenced by his spirit. This 
conclusion, if you adopt this mode of reasoning, 
we think will be unavoidable. 

It is evident from Scripture, that all men, a part 
of the Jews only excepted, were “ without God in 
the world,” anterior to the coming of Christ. Con- 
sequently, unless God is a partial Being, the condi- 
tion of all will be the same in another world. Had 
Peter intended to convey an idea similar to the one 
now entertained of this passage, he unquestionably 
would have included all of Adam’s race, who had 
died before the Christian era. Otherwise, we must 
suppose, either that God was partial, in extending 
his Gospel to a part, or that the residue did not need 
it, therefore were not in prison. But the identical 
time is marked out, in the order observed by the 
apostle. We are told, first, that Christ suffered for 
sins. Second: The manner of his suffering, being 
put to death in the flesh. Third: That Christ was 
quickened, after he was put to death; and he was 
quickened by the spirit ; by which, he preached to 
the spirits in prison. The preaching was after 
Christ’s resurrection. Could he then go and preach, 
through Noah, to those who had been removed from 
the earth, and the flesh, for so many centuries ? 
None will ever admit this. And it would also be 
doing violence to the passage, we think, to contend 
that Christ preached, by Noah, before he was put to 
death in the flesh, or quickened by the spirit. 

If it is contended that the spirits were imprisoned 
posterior to this mode of being, we then ask, 
Where were they imprisoned ? In hell, or Heaven ? If 
it is said, In Heaven. Then, we say, let them re- 
main in their prison; if you would call Heaven a 
prison. But, if you say, In Hell. We shall ask 
for proof; pledging ourselves to establish the posi- 
tion, that the Scriptures speak of no hell which is 
not both located and endured in this life. 

Our friends who pretend to be orthodox, are un- 
willing to admit that Christ preached to any spirits 
out of the body. They have a peculiar aversion 
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peet they will approve of our objections to this part 
which is so disagreeable to them, because we have a 
substitute which strikes a blow quite as deadly and 
destructive, to theit future miseries, which, charita- 
ble souls, they piously reserve for their neighbours. 
[f our comment, thus far, is favourably received, it 
must be by those, who, however they may partially 
dissent from us in opinion ou minor points, are not 
only willing but desirous, that their greatest enemies, 
ifthey have any, should be saved. 
The apostle, in this passage, appears to have his 
eye fixed intently on the character of Christ, the na- 
tue of his kingdom, and the offices he should per- 
form. Probably in allusion to the prophet Isaiah, 
(xlii. 6, 7.) by whom God speaks as follows—* I the 
Loap have called thee in righteousness, and will 
hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee 
for a covenant [not to, but] of the people, tor a light 
of the Gentiles ; to [do what? Ans.) open the blind 
eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, 
them that sit in darkness out of the prison-house.” 
Is the prison and darkness, bere spoken of, in another 
world? O, no! Well, then, the spirits in prison 
were in the same place, with the prison itself. 
When was Christ “ given [not sold,| a covenant of 
the people, [not the elect,| tor a light of the Gen- 
tiles ?” (The nations.) Was it while Noah was 
building the Ark ? If not, then it appears that the 
people, the Gentiles, (the nations,) are the “ spirits 
in prison!” 'To us, the above conclusion is irresisti- 
ble. Probably the reader may haye some objec- 
tion to receive it, on account of his supposition 
that the phraseology of 1 Peter iii. 20, cannot be 
any way construed to arrive at the same result. 
We acknowledge there is little harmony with the 
obvious import of this verse, and our exposition of 
the subject supposed to be contained in it. But the 
reader will please to remember, that our view is in 
perfect accordance with God's declaration by his 
prophet. Consequently, Peter and his Maker and 
instructer, are disagreeing ! Is this the conclusion ? 
No! By no means. It is the translators of the epis- 
ue of Peter, and not Peter himself, who are the au- 
thors of the discrepancy. Peter is speaking of 
God’s dealing with men, in the flesh, whose conduct 
was as disobedient as those of Noah’s day, when the 
ark was preparing, &c. Not that Christ, after he 
was crucified, and quickened, preached in Noal’s 
day and generation, which would be an absurdity. 
Neither that Christ preached by Noah, before he 
was put to death. Nor are we to understand Peter 
to mean, that Christ preached before he was quick- 
ened, while his body lay the victim of the grave ; 
but, that Christ, after his resurrection, preached, by 
the Spirit of God that quickened or raised him from 
death unto life, unto men imprisoned in the dark- 
ness of unbelief. We conclude, by offering to the 
consideration of the reader the following, which is 
the best translation of this passage, probably ex- 
tant. We believe it is Wakefield’s. 
“ For even Christ suffered once for sins, the righ- 
teous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to 


hell, and delightful endless misery. We do not ex- l 
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restored to life by the spirit;in which also he went end 
preached to the spirits in prison ; such as jin former 
times were hard to be convinced ; as when the Jone. 
siwlermygs of God earnestly waited in the dayeei 
Noah, while the ark was preparing, wherein fey 
(that is, eight) lives were saved by water.” 
——— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—It is painful to every charitable ap: 
benevolent mind, to witness the various, and I may 
safely say, unhallowed measures resorted to by op- 
posers of the Doctrine of God’s Universal Good 
ness, to impede the progress of that glorious and 
soul-cheering sentiment. With them, it would ap- 
pear that the motto is, “ the end justifies the means,” 
and however iiliberal or uncharitable the course 
may be, to which they resort, if it but produces the 
effect to divert the attention of one solitary being, 
from a consideration of, or examination into, this 
“ Tacentious and destructive heresy,” as they please 
to term it, all seems well in their estimation. Judy 
ing from their conduct, we need not longer abide 
by the hard aad unreasonable Doctrine of Paul, 
(“ Shall we do evil, that good may come? Gop ron- 
Bip,”) but may freely indulge in any excess of 
evil, if there is a prospect of the least possible good 
resulting therefrom. This is not an exaggerited 
picture. Our daily experience and observation 
prove the truth of it. We see every social and 
charitable feeling trampled under foot,—every prin- 
ciple of that benevolence and good-will which ought 
to exist between man and man, outraged and set at 
defiance, by those who are striving to prejudice the 
public mind against that Doctrine which teaches 
that “ God is Love,” and that he is the Father, Bene- 
factor, and Preserver of all, and that mankind are 
all Brethren. 

With the utmost stretch of charity, we cannot but 
believe that thtse opposers many times know better, 
than to make the assertions that they do, or pursu: 
the course they frequently take. ‘Their opportuni- 
ties of acquainting themselves with the principles of 
the Doctrine, and of witnessing the effects of it in 
those who profess it, cannot but teach them the fal- 
sity of their assertions, and the impropriety of their 
conduct. An instance I know, which follows, and 
out of his own mouth the person stands condemn- 
ed. A Rev. Gentleman of my acquaintance, dis- 
coursing upon “ Dangerous errors,” adverted to 
Atheism, Deism, and Universalism. His main bat- 
tery appeared to be aimed at Universalism, know- 
ing, I suppose, that there were many of that pio- 
fession in the vicinity. In the course of his obser- 
vations he remarked,—“ Let this Doctrine, (Univer- 
salism) my brethren, be generally received, and vice 
and iniquity may stalk through our streets with im- 
punity,—the assassin may go forth in open day and 
wreak his vengeance on any one he chooses,—and it 
sill be even a mercy for us to take the lives of our 
nearest and dearest connexions, to remove them from 
this troublesome life to a better and happier one!!!” 
I was present and heard the declaration, and at the 
time, charitably considered the speaker ignorant of 





God ; being put to death indeed in the flesh, but 


our Doctrine. For on no other ground could [ ac- 




















Qe —— 


count for such singular conduct, unless I regarded 
him as the worst of all characters, a—Hypocrite— 
sserting that which his own experience would teach 
him was positively false. Not long after this, the 
came Rev. Gentleman, freely and unhesitatingly 
acknowledged, in a conversation I had with him, 
« That so far as his acquaintance extended with 
those of our profession, (and there were many known 
to him as such] he had not aught against their mor- 
al conduct—that they were, generally, worthy and 
upright citizens—that he did not erperience half the 
opposition, or ill-will from them, that he did from 
those of his own society, and that he knew not, but 
the writer of this, was on as good a footing as re- 
garded his eternal welfare as he was himself! !” 
To render the absurdity of his conduct complete, 
in another conversation with me, about two or three 
months after, he denounced the profession who!!y— 
in effect, calling them the offscouring of society— 
“There never was,” said he, “ that person in exist- 
ence who believed the sentiment, and manifested 
the least fruit of righteousness or good works !” 
How, or in what manner the Rev. Gentleman in 
question can reconcile these several declarations, I 
know not—to me, they are inexplicable. A consist- 
ent course of opposition is not so much to be won- 
dered at—for if they call the Master of the house 
Beelzebub, much more will they, those of his house- 
hold. But, that they should, as it were, thus 
« blow hot and cold” with the same breath, is whol- 
ly unaccountable. 

" [have been led, Mr. Editor, more immediately 
to these remarks, from the perusal of an article in 
the Religious Intelligencer of Aug. 2d, under the 
head, “ Effects of Universalism”—which accompa- 
nies this, and which you will please to copy into 
your columns, for the benefit of such of your sub- 
scribers as may not have an opportunity of seeing 
it otherwise. - Setting aside the authenticity of the 
story it contains, there is such a flow of benevo- 
lence, good-will, and above all, of that Heaven-born 
charity, whieh “ beareth all things,—believeth all 
things—hopeth all things—and endureth all things,” 
manifested thioughout the remarks, that the reader 
will insensibly be led to award to the writer all the 
credit due him, “ for this feast of reason—and this 
flow of soul.” He must rise from the entertain- 
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world, under his solemn inrocation to Deity to ac- 
company them with a blessing? That profane 
swearing and intemperance are shameful and de- 
structive vices, we readily admit; but that they 
should, therefore, be identified with the doctrine of 
the “ Restoration,” or restitution spoken of by all! 
God’s holy prophets since the world began, we 
protest against. Itis the most iliberal and unchris- 
tian-like conduct. Being reviled, we would not 
wish to revile again, but would seriously urge “ M. 
S.” to hold “ the Mirror up to view,” that he may 
learn what manner of spirit he is of. We ask him, 
and the Editor who first suffered such sentiments to 
pass through his columns, whether it exhibits 
* compassion upon the ignorant and those out of the 
way? Whether it is exhorting with all meekness, 
forbearance and long-suffering? Whether it is 
* doing unto others, as you would wish them to do 
unto you?” And, finally, Whether it accords with 
the injunction of our Master, recorded Matt. vy. 43 
—45? We ask them from whence they derive au- 
thority for thus deliberately slandering their fellow 
creatures—their brethren too, whom they are under 
the most solemn obligations to “ love as themselves 2?” 
Whence their evidence for such assertions as these— 
* And so it is, that intemperance and Universalism, 
are, with few exceptions, eventually identified.” We 
cannot but think them fully sensible of the falsity 
of such declarations. Visit the dram-shop, if you 
please, go to that poor distressed object, who is 
reeling from the Bar in search of something to 
stretch his paralyzed frame upon—ask him if he 
believes in the “ final restoration of all men to ho- 
liness and happiness?” and with all the indignation 
he is master of, he will tell you “ Vo/”—~and ten to 
one if he does not confirm his testimony against it 
with some horrid oath. Range the ‘community of 
drunkards through, and you will find ninety-nine 
out of an hundred giving the same reply. Where, 
then, shall we look for their motive in thus “ bear- 
ing false’'witness against their neighbours,” unless 
we find it in the same course which led certain in 
ancient time to exclaim, “ Great is Diana of the 
Ephesians ! !” 

One word more to the writer of these truly char- 
itable remarks. By turning to James i. 26. he will 
find these words—“If any man among you seem 


ment it affords him, with the most exalted views of| to be religious and bridleth not his tongue, but de- 


the writer’s candour and liberality. The spirit he 
has manifested, is so widely diffrent from that 
which led a certain character to “ thank God he was 
not as other men,” or to exclaim—* Stand by 
thyself, for I am holier than thou !”’—it is so per- 
fectly in unison with that meekK—that humble—that 
child-like disposition, so eminently exhibited in the 
life and conduct of Him who is set forth for our ex- 
ample, that it cannot but arrest the attention of ev- 
ery candid and rational person. They will unavoid- 
ably be led to exclamations of wonder and amaze- 


ceiveth his own heart, that man’s religion is vain ;” 
which may not be wholly unprofitable for his con- 
sideration. In the story given by “M.S.” in con- 
nexion with the remarks we have adverted-o in 
the preceding, there is such a faithful portrait given 
of a living character, that had not the “hero of the 
tale” been pursued to his death, we should almost 
have been led to consider it as alluding to their Jate 
favourite “ author,” bolstered up with his “ thirteen 
recommendations,” of gentlemen, lawyers, reverends, 
and doctors of divinity!!! But as we believe he is 


ment, at this new—this rare—and unprecedented | sti!l “frequently wandering without home or suste- 


exhibition of the Christian graces!!! 


nance, unless supplied by the hand of pity”—we are 


But to be serious, Mr. Editor, what can we ra-| forced to consider it a fabrication, and to be found 
tionally suppose must be the spirit that dictated | only in the writer’s own distempered brain. If true, 
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stance which could possibly lead to an examination 
of the truth of it. Is he afraid to come to the light, 
“lest his deeds should be reproved?” We are 
gravely told in the story, that the companions of the 
deceased were “ going to abandon every effort to 
bury the body, until it was determined to fire the 
building, if they did not, which would endanger 
other property.” Is there no law against the firing 
of buildings, and that too, to the destruction of 
other property? We think there is, and if we mis- 
take not, heavy penalties are annexed. In short, 
Mr. Editor, the story carries such evident marks of 
Sabrication on the very face of it, that few will be 
disposed to give any credit to such sturr. Ifit is 
true, let them come forward and give the names of 
the persons concerned, the place where it occurred, 
and the time when it transpired, and then, possibly, 
it may lead the community to a much closer “ at- 
tention” to the vicious tendency of these “ deluding 
and soul-destroying Doctrines!!!” as this charitable 
writer terms them. P. 
i 
From the (New-Haven) Religious Intelligencer. 
EFFECTS OF UNIVERSALISM. 

The sins of intemperance ard of profane swear- 
ing, which are but too commonly practised in many 
parts of our country, are indisputably to be classed 
with the most shameful and destructive vices. 

The errors of Socinianism, Universal Salvation, 
Or restoration, which are now uniting under the 
softer name of Unitarianism, are among the most 
deluding and soul-destroying doctrines. 

The connexion between those shameful and ruin- 
ous vices, and those dangerous and destructive 
errors in doctrine, deserve much greater attention 
than is generally bestowed upon it. When men 
begin to indulge themselves in the above named 
vices, their consciences alarm them, and the salu- 
tary reproofs of their friends, frequently occasion 
some uneasiness of mind, and it is natural for them 
to seek some solace for the mind, and some shelter 
from the attacks of their friends. Nothing meets 
these objects so happily as the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation; because this frees them from/all appre- 
hension of danger, retorts the folly in the face of 
the reprover, and casts the odium upon the igno- 
rance or superstition of their friends. Thus it is 
seen that the indulgence of sin draws them certainly 
into the vortex of delusion and error. It is also ob- 
servable that when men of decently moral habits, 
through carelessness, inattention, or design, fall in- 
to the above errors in doctrines, that they soon 
neglect religious instruction, profane the Sabbath, 
hastily and insensibly slide into intemperance and 
profanity, and often terminate their career in ruin 
and despair. 

These facts are so notorious, that where a poor 
intemperate, profane creature is seen wallowing in 
his pollution, that it is frequently asked: Is he not 
a Universalist? So on the other hand, if it is ob- 
served that such a man has become a Universalist; 
it is inquired, Has he not become a drunkard too? 
Or if it be remarked that Universalism is increas- 


will be, (to use a cant phrase) re there not @ plenty 
of whiskey-mills there? And so it 1s, that intempe- 
rance and Universalism are, with few exceptions, 
eventually identified. I hope that the publicity 
which is hereby given to the following, as a fact 
which may be rested on, as having taken place a 
short time past, may be blessed for reproof and for 
instruction in righteousness. 

In a certain village there are a number of men, 
who embrace the doctrine of Universal safety o; 
restoration. Many of them are men of intemperate 
habits, who frequently, if not constantly, meet on 
the Sabbath, and indulge their festivity and raillery, 
Whether the errors in doctrine first led them into 
this degeneracy of manners and looseness of habits, 
or the corruptness of habits, into the errors of doc- 
trine, is immaterial to the present account. One of 
them, however, who had strangely combined these 
together, in consequence of his numerous and offen- 
sive vices had forsaken his family, and in despite of 
the efforts of a benevolent and virtuous companion, 
had sunk into poverty and the lowest degradation 
wandering frequently without home or sustenance, 
unless supplied by the hand of pity. It appears, 
however, that by some exertion he had obtained a 
gallon of whiskey; and on the day he was passing 
with his bottle, he was heard to swear that he would 
now enjoy it, that he would enjoy it alone, that he 
would not be thwarted by his companions. He was 
afterwards seen going towards a neighbouring wood: 
but little notice was taken of his conduct, it was so 
commen. Nothing farther transpired till the Sab- 
bath, when his companions being together at the 
tavern, in the midst of their dissipation, one of them 
inquired what had become of ——. No one recol- 
lected to have seen him for several days, or after the 
transaction of Thursday. This excited some alarm, 
a general search was made, but in vain. At length 
some little boys recollected to have seen him on 
Thursday evening going towards an old house 
which had been some time vacated. They ran, 
and upon opening the door, beheld him an awful 
and detestable object. They communicated the 
intelligence. He had lain near three days. The 
weather was very hot. He had become so disgust- 
ing and loathsome, that his companions themselves 
were going to abandon every effort to bury the body, 
but it being determined to fire the building if they 
did not, which would endanger some other property, 
they nailed up a coarse box, and with pitch-forks 
and shovels or similar instruments, to the no small 
exposure of their health and lives, at length suc- 
ceeded in rolling him into the box, and with the 
assistance of a horse or oxen, dragged it to the pit. 
An individual passing near the house on Thursday 
evening, recollected to have heard such awfully 
profane cursing and swearing, as upon deliberation, 
prevented him from going in—or from making any 
inquiry into the cause of it. Thus ended the drunk- 
ard andthe Universalist. “The wicked is driven 
away in his wickedness.” It had been hoped that 
this event would have produced a salutary effect, 
but when the Ethiopean can change his skin, and 





ing in such a town or neighbourhood, the inquiry 


the leopard his spots then he who is accustomed to do 
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evil may learn to do well. May God grant that 
they whe read may be mended. M. S. 


ee 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
TO THE MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF 
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

Dear Brethren—It is with sensations which I do 
not recollect ever to have experienced, that I write 
this letter. Itis well known to many of you, that 
for more than seven years, I had the honour of be- 
ing an acceptable member of your communion. I 
commenced the study of theology some years ago 
with the sole object of making myself useful to the 
Methodist connexion ; but my investigations have 
led me to reject what you consider the marrow of 
the gospel. I was very willing to believe (in divinity) 
all that you requested of me; but I could not be- 
lieve without evidence; and it is little more than a 
year, since I have given up all expectations of ob- 
taining it. 

I always doubted the doctrine of endless misery ; 
but thought it might be true; and that my unbelief 
proceeded from ignorance; for I thought so many 
whom I esteemed as ministers and fathers in the 
church must be right, and heartily wished myself 
like them. 

While I was assisted and directed in my theolo- 
gical studies, I was without a guide or preposses- 
sion, in philosophy; and my mind, ever on the 
stretch to solve the various phenomena, which I saw 
surround me, at length dispelled the darkness, and 
led me to certain and inevitable conclusions, which 
I very soon perceived I could not reconcile to what 
I had been taught was true divinity. I knew very 
well that what was false in philosophy could not be 
true in theology. Such, however, was my affection 
for you, my brethren, that I resolved not to leave 
you; and to avoid being expelled, I thought of stu- 
dying medicine, and was on the very eve of laying 
aside all ideas of continuing in the ministry, when 
I found I could not reconcile it to my conscience ; 
and that as I was acitizen of the world, I was re- 
sponsible for my conduct to a higher tribunal than 
a sectarian platform of faith; and that I ought to 
act from a higher motive than merely the opinions 
or feelings of the wisest or most pious of my reli- 
gious friends. I have no intention of impeaching 
the motives by which I think a large majority of you 
are actuated—I do think you sincere, and if it were 
in my power I would still live on terms of Christian 
friendship with you, but I have good reason to be- 
lieve it will be impossible, except in a few instances. 
It is true, I think early prejudices keep you from 
the truth; but I make a difference between an error 
of the head and one of the heart—honesty being all 
that is essential to goodness. 

As I had never read any Universalist books, nor 
heard any preaching till I espoused the doctrine, 
you will easily perceive that reason and the Scrip- 
tures were my only guide. I ean truly say (and I 
believe you who are acquainted with me, will not 
doubt it) that it has been my anxious desire and pray- 
er, to know and understand the truth. I am unable 








say, that I now as firmly believe that all mankind 
will be restored to holiness ahd happiness, as I be- 
lieve that they will exist after the death of the body. 
Indeed, I believe what is called orthodoxy, is well 
calculated to make sceptics. Beginning with the 
church of Rome, and passing through the various 
grades of orthodoxy down to Universalism, I really 
think the more orthodox the worse, and the more 
heterodox the better, till we arrive at the last men- 
tioned doctrine, which alone is consistent with the 
whole tenor of the Scriptures and common sense. I 
have not embraced the doctrine of the final happi- 
ness of all men, without the strongest conviction of 
its truth ; nor rejected the doctrine of endless mis- 
ery, but from a full conviction that it cannot be 
supported by any fair interpretation of the Scrip- 
tures, or by any course of logical reasoning from the 
justice, goodness, wisdom, and power of the Deity. 
Believing as I do, in the truth of the Scriptures, and 
having no doubt that they teach in the most posi- 
tive manner the doctrine of Universal Salvation, I 
feel myself bound by the most solemn and sacred 
obligations to use my utmost influence (however 
small) to diffuse its light among my fellow men. As 
I believe nothing can be more laudable in public 
teachers, than to disseminate what they con3cien- 
tiously think the truth, I shall always respect an 
honest zeal in those from whom I differ; and all I 
ask, is, “ that mercy I to others show.” 

Truts alone is my object, and truth has nothing 
to fear from a contrast with error, or the closest in- 
vestigation. If you are in an error, my brethren, 
(and who knows that your are not) it is to your ad- 
vantage to be convinced of it; and as I certainly 
think you are, you will not take it ill in me, in 
pointing out to you in acandid manner, what I con- 
sider the most exceptionable parts of your system 
and articles of faith. 1. Let me ask those of you, 
who are versed in the New Testanrent, and church 
history, If you have any authority for Episcopacy ? 
You cannot be ignorant that the primitive churches 
chose their own pastors. “One is your Master even 
Christ”—Are ye not then all brethren ? Is not Epis- 
copacy an appendage of monarchy; and every way 
unworthy a free and enlightened people? 2. What 
are the qualifications you require in those you 
authorize to preach? If a young man, entirely igno- 
rant of the Scriptures and every species of litera- 
ture, except being able to read and write, be opera- 
ted upon in a reformation; and in the moment of 
his religious excitement fancies himself called to 
preach ; if he can speak fluently, is he not sent forth 
to teach mankind without any other reason to offer, 
why they should believe, than that they will be 
damned if they don’t; and who knows of no other 
way by which men can become viituous, but by 
passing through the same animal and mental excite- 
ment they themselves experienced? After a young 
man is thus taken on a cirewit, what opportunity has 
he of getting knowledge? It is true, that some who 
have a thirst for learning, which nothing can re- 
move, obtain much general information; but of 
your thousands of preachers in the United States, 





to say what I may hereafter believe; but this I can 





where are your respectable authors? Is not your 
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whole system unfriendly to literature ? What op- 
portunity can men have for study, whose every mo- 
ment is occupied in travelling, preaching, and visit- 
ing from house to house? Is it not an opinion 
among you, that your most ignorant preachers are 
the most useful in getting up awakenings? How 
often have I heard it said, that such and such 
preachers had lost their usefulness, when no other 
reason could be assigned, than that they had become 
dispassionate, and had laid aside that fiery zeal and 
positiveness, by which their first preaching was 
characterized! I ask this serious question, Is not 
your form of church government calculated to im- 
pede the growth of the mind? Who among you 
dare publish a book without the consent of the Con- 
ference? Who dare preach a sermon without con- 
sulting the discipline more than the Bible? What 
room can there be for improvement while every 
preacher is bound by the same chain, and no one 
dares for a moment to call in question the infalli- 
bility of the discipline? Have not all the exertions 
of those who wished well to geience, and who tried 
their utmost to establish seminaries among you, 
proved unavailing, and can you not discover the 
real cause ? 

I know you say, the Lord does not seem to pros- 
per your schools, which has been the fact from the 
days of Mr. Wesley, and which it is to be feared al- 
ways will be with your present regulations. 

In order to shut heresy out of the church, do you 
not shut out knowledge? Who among you read 
Unitarian or Universalist publications? And if any 


of your church members do read them, and speak 
of them in terms of approbation, are they not imme- 


diately suspected of heresy, and treated coolly? Is 
not the theological library at Newmarket watched 
with a jealous eye? A little work entitled ERRoRs 
OF METHODISM, containing some friendly advice 
to those who are in the habit of disturbing their 
peaceable brethren by their snouts in time of wor- 
ship (although written by a Wesleyan Methodist,) 
could not peaceably remain. Was it not determined 
to exclude Priestly’s discourses? You very justly 
complain of the illiberality of some of the Calvin- 
ists, but what would be thought of the professors at 
Andover, if they were to exclude from their library, 
Universalist, Unitarian, Arminian, or even Deistical 
books? ‘Truth can never be in any real danger, for 
God is its author and supporter. Who has any thing 
to fear from storms, whose house is built on a rock ? 
A man may well tremble if he stands on a sandy 
foundation, but it is to his own advantage to be made 
sensible of his danger. I shall endeavour in a future 
number to point out, ina tender manner as possible, 
some errors in your articles of faith. 
ELIPHALET CASE. 
a 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—As nothing is a surer means of con- 
futing the errors of mankind, than exposing them 
in their truly ridiculous light, | offer te your read- 
ers the following well authenticated account. 

About the year 1818, there resided in France a 
gentleman of independent fortune. His family con- 





sisted of two sons and a daughter. The latter, who 
is the subject of my story, was, when very young, 
taken over into England by a wealthy relation, ang 
educated in the Protestant belief. In the course o; 
time, the father, mother, and all the family fell vic- 
tims to a hereditary disease. The young lady was 
recalled to France in order to claim her inheritance. 
The confessor of the family, together with his bro- 
ther priests, were very much vexed, that a heretic 
should possess this large estate, and they feared lest 
they might lose the many benefits and emoluments 
they had obtained during the count’s life-time. 
Every argument was therefore set at work, every 
art was tried, and every persuasion made use of to 
convert this stray sheep to the faith of her fathers, 
The young lady was successively waited upon by 
friars, monks, and even bishops; but she remained 
firm in her belief, and replied to their arguments 
with a judgment and discretion which showed she 
had not embraced her religion without due inquiry. 

Wearied out at last with the incessant importuni- 
ties of her friends and relations, one day, when the 
Bishop of N s had argued for a long while with 
her, Holy Father, said she, I will consent to become 
a Catholic, if you will administer the sacrament to 
me, this very day. With pleasure, my child, says 
he; but you must go to the altar and receive it 
there. I had rather, replies the lady, avoid the dis- 
grace of a public recantation of my errors, and if 
you will be good enough to sanctify this place, by 
virtue of the authority delegated to you by the holy 
churck, and administer it here, I will show my gra- 
titude by my donations to the church. This was the 
“ argumentum ad crumenas.” The bishop consent- 
ed, and the young lady undertook to prepare the 
requisite materials. After the priest had sanctified 
the place and purified the room, as he was about 
placing the host upon his tongue, she asked him 
this question, Do you firmly believe, that your 
power as a minister of the gospel, and the words 
you have pronounced, have altered the nature of 
that wafer, that it is now really the body of Christ? 
Undoubtedly replies he, it is as much the body of 
our Saviour as there is a God. Then, if that be the 
case, it must possess a salutary and holy efficacy. 
Woman! exclaims the zealous bigot, ‘tis sacrilege 
to doubt it. Then, if that be the case, archly re- 
plied our heroine, swallow it without fear, for 
though I have made the wafer of the most deadly 
arsenic, according to your doctrine the nature is 
entirely changed, and it will do you not only no 
hurt, but inconceivable good ; but if your system be 
false, you will be a dead man ina minute. The 
astonished priest spit the holy wafer out of his 
mouth with the utmost loathing, immediately left 
the house, and never attempted to convert her 
again. Ww. J. 

—<p—— 
MRS. JUDSON. 

The wife of A. Judson, a famous missionary in 
the East Indies, sailed from Boston a short time 
since, where she had been, to visit her friends, and 
collect money from the pious and charitable to aid 
her in distributing the bread of life to the poor hea- 
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then of Asia. A lady, who was in habits of famil- 
iar intercourse with Mrs. Judson, and to whom ap- 
plication was made for charity, in her behalf, informs 
us, that the visiting dresss of this sel/-denying fe- 
male missionary could not be valued at less than 
TWELVE HUNDRED DOLLARS!! The rea- 
der may be startled at the mention of such an enor- 
mous amount laid out in a stugle dress, to decorate 
the person of one whose affections are professedly 
set on heavenly things, and despising the vain and 
caudy allurements of the world; it appeared to us in- 
credible, till we heard from the lady some of the 
details. The Cashmere Shawl was valued at $600; 
the Leghorn flat $150; Lace trimming on the gown 
$190, &c.; jewelry would soon make up the sum, 
leaving necessary articles of clothing out of the 
We hope the next edition of the mission- 
ary arithmetic, will inform us how many infants 
were robbed of their innocent, if not necessary, 
playthings; how many widows had denied them- 
selves the use of sugar in tea, and butter on bread ; 
how many poor debtors had robbed their creditors 
and labored withont stockings and shoes, to furnish 
out this modern representative of the mystical Bab- 


MN. E. Galary. 


question. 


ylon. 
—_<>— 
From the Litercry Magazine, for 1804. 
NATURE OF VIRTUE. 
The celebrated Jonathan Edwards wrote a pro- 
found Treatise on the nature of true Virtue. The 


following anecdote from Joinville, the historian, of 


the last great expedition of the French to Syria and 
Egypt, before that of the present wnperator Gallo- 
zum, will show that the same sentiment and doc- 
trine may occurto the most dissimilar minds and 
in the most opposite situations. 

Joinville says, “Friar Yves, of Brittany, being 
skilled in the language of the Saracens, was em- 
ployed as interpreter between St. Louis and the 
Ambassadors for the King of Damascus. St. Louis 
was then in Acre, and the Ambassadors had come 
there to treat with him. The Friar, on passing be- 
tween the King’s lodging and that of the Ambas- 
sadors, was one day encountered in the street by a 


very aged woman, having in her right hand a pot of 


burning coals, and in her left a pitcher of water. 
“ Woman, (said father Yves) what art thou about to 
do with these live coals in thine hand?” “To burn 
’ answered she. “And what with the 
“To extinguish the flames of hell!” 
Friar Yves then asked, how she could talk so? Her 
reply was, “ That no person may do good in this 
world, to obtain a reward in Paradise; and that 
none may refrain from sin, for fear of the torments 
of hell; but that we may all do good, out of pure 
love to God, our Creator and Supreme Good!” 
Friar Yves, astonished at the woman’s wisdom, 
passed on without reply., 

This anecdote I find in the blank page of Ed- 
ward’s Treatise, and whether we consider it as a 
real incident, or merely as an apology, and the last 
is Most probable—whether the old woman of Acre, 
or the old woman Joinville, was the advocate of this 
doctrine, it isa remarkable coincidence between 


Paradise,’ 


water 2” 





the great modern metaphysician and divine, and a 
hero of the crusades, which were undertaken for the 
express purpose of redeeming the souls of the ad- 
venturers Yrom the punishment due to their crimes 
in a future world. 
—=—. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEI, HERALD. 

Sir—By publishing the following, you will oblige 
a Subscriber. 

FACTS RELATING TO THE UNITARIAN 
CONTROVERSY. 

I. Trinitarians cannot produce a single Passage 
of the Bible, in which the Doctrine of the 'Trinity 
is stated, although it is very plainly defined in the 
Standards of the English and Scottish Establish- 
ments. 

Il. That learned and impartial Editor of the 
Greek Testament, Griesbach, himself a Trinitarian, 
rejects, from the Ist Epistle of St. John, (vy. 7, 8,) 
the words, “ in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost; and these three are’ one. And 
there are three that bear witness in earth.” The 
Critical evidence upon which this passage is main- 
tained to be spurious, is held to be satisfatory by the 
generality of competent judges, of all Churches. 
Many of the Theological Writers of the present 
day, though avowed Tiinitarians, have expressed 
their belief in its spuriousness; among whom are 
Marsh, the Bishop of Peterborough,* Prettyman, 
the Bishop of Winchester, Adam Clarke, the 
Wesleyan Methodist, Charles Butler, the Roman 
Catholic,§ the Eclectic Reviewér,|| a Calvinist ; and 
Dr. Wardlaw, of Glasgow, avoids this and the other 
supposed Trinitarian Passages that are affected by 
Griesbach’s emendations, in his controversy with 
Mr. Yates. 

ILI. Griesbach’s reading, in Acts xx. 28, instead 
of Church of God, as in the English version, is, 
Church of the Lord (viz. Jesus). 

IV. Griesbach’s reading, 1 Tim. iii. 16, instead of 
God manifest in the flesh, is, He [i. e. Christ] who 
was manifested in the flesh. 

V. Griesbach’s reading, Rev. i. 8, is, Jam Alpha 
and Omega, saith the Lord God, &c. and i. 11, the 
words, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the 
last, and, are omitted by him. 

VI. The words printed in Italics in our Common 
Version, denote that there is nothing corresponding 
to them in the Original, ¢. g. the word God, Acts 
vii. 59, andel John iii. 16. 

VIL. Neither the word Trinity nor any equiva- 
lent word, nor the phrases, God the Son, God the 
Holy Ghost, Eternal Son, Two Natures in Christ, 
Original Sin, Imputed Righteousness, Vicarious 
Sacrifice, or the Atoning Blood, occur in the Bible. 

VIII. The Holy Spirit, as different from God the 
Father, is never, in the Bible, proposed as the ob- 
ject of Religious Worship. 

IX. The Powers of Christ are never, in the Bi- 
ble, referred to God the Son, but invariably to the 
Father or his Spirit. 





* Trans. of Michaelis, Notes. + Elements of Christ 


Theol. vol. ii. p. 90. { Commentary on the passage. § Hore 
Biblice. 


|| Jan. 1809. 





128 


GOSPEL HERALD. 





———S ——— 


—————— 





X. Our blessed Saviour, in his Solemn Prayer, 
recorded in the 17th chapter of St. John’s Gospel, 
declares the Father, to whom he is praying, (ver. 1, 
5, &c.) to be the only true God, (ver. 3.) and with the 
same breath claims for himself only the character 
of him whom the Father (the only true God) had 
sent. 

Let the serious inquirer examine attentively the 
following additional passages of the Bible: Deut. 
vi. 4, compared with Mark xii. 28; Isaiah xl. 18. 
xliv. 6. xlv. compared with John viii. 41-54, and Acts 
iv. 21-31; also, Mark xiii. 32; 1 Cor. viii. 6; 
1 Tim. ii. 5. 

—@j>— 
A FEW REFLECTIONS 


ON AMBITION AND THE LOVE OF THE WORLD. 


We presume no humble honest man, of any de- 
nomination, will deny that there exists in the hu- 
man mind, in this mode of being, a predisposition 
ambitiously to desire pre-eminence, fame, and exal- 
tation above their fellows. Men, generally, account 
that sin, which is, in their opinion, aggravatedly 
wicked. Not so the Scriptures. Every deviation 
from the commands and precepts of the Scripture, 
is sin. It is common to estimate the amount of the 
evil by the extent of its effects. Now the greatest 
good, which the community can enjoy, is harmony, 
friendship, brotherly affection, and the absence of 
pride, avarice, and ambition. It is our solemn con- 
viction, that the present order of things, in the re- 
ligious world, of elevating men, dignifying and 
pampering them, is one of the greatest evils the 
public is burdened with. For it has a tendency 
to generate feelings of spiritual pride, and religious 
animosity, hostile to the public good, view it in what 
shape you will. 

Facts, and we are constrained to say, horrible 
facts, have proved, that no wretch, the most aban- 
doned drunkard that ever existed, the most profane, 
the most blasphemous, atheistical and degraded man, 
ever manifested less natural affection, and more 
abominable indifference toward others, with the 
most atrocious cruelty, than bas been avowed and 
practised by dignified Christians! By men, ambi- 
tious of spiritual exaltation, and holy pre-eminence 
over their fellows. The blood of murdered millions 
is our proof. The groans of the widow and the fa- 
therless our testimony. The fact, that “ God is 
good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works,” is sufficient to convince every reflecting 
mind, that man’s benevolence should extend alike 
to all. Let it be remembered, that God made man 
upright, and that man sought out inventions. That 
(iod made man alike, without pre-eminence, and 
that man made dignities and titles, and usurped an 
authority, pre-eminence, and distinction, which God 
never authorized nor approved. The religion of the 
world approves of these follies. The religion of 
Christ condemns them. For Christ says, “ My 
kingdom is not of this world.” Therefore, every 
distinction and emolument, not authorized by 
Christ, is a work of the Devil, and will be destroy- 
ed, and condemned, with his kingdom. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—On Sunday last I attended the Presbyterian 
Meeting-house at Morristown, (N. J.) and heard the 
Rev. Mr. Dewitt preach from the following words: 
“ Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” | 
must confess I was pleased with the first part of hi 
sermon, and approve of his definition of the word 
holiness ; with the exception of his broad assertion, 
that man is totally depraved. In his discourse, he 
asked, “ Are all to be made holy?” He expressed 
doubts, and said, there were those who taught that 
all shall be made holy somehow or other at death, 
or after death. He then asked if the Scriptures 
contained any thing which supported that hypothe- 
sis? I think he answered No! But do we not read, 
“As the tree falls, so it shall lie; and he that js 
filthy, shall be filthy still?” Lanswer, No! The 
Bible contains no such doctrine. 

My motive, Mr. Editor, in noticing this gentle- 
man’s discourse, is, to put the public on their guard, 
and to caution them, how they hear, and what they 
hear. I am of opinion that few persons would be- 
lieve this reverend gentleman to be wicked enough 
to alter the Scriptures, or so ignorant as to mistake 
their contents. I would refer this gentleman for 
proof that all will be made holy, to Heb. viii. 8-12. 
Psa. Ixxxvi. 9. Dan. ix. 24. 

WATCHMAN. 

Morristown, Aug. 14, 1823. 

—=>—_- 
MISSIONARY IDEAS. 

A late paper has started a new idea to favour the 
Missionary cause. It is this—Let a “ Grindstone” 
be provided, in each populous town, to be called 
the “ Missionary Grindstone,” the crank to be 
turned by “ pious young men ;” and the pious of 
the community to keep them at work, by sending 
their penknives, scissors, razors, etc. to be ground, 
&e. It is conjectured a large sum could be raised, 
annually, and many “ pious young men” be ernploy- 
ed, who now are useless members of society. 

—>— 


SALVATION OF INFANTS. 

Robert Robinson’s inimitable Epitaph on four 
Infant Children, comprises, in a few words, the sum 
and substance of all that can be said on the subject. 

EPITAPH IN HOUXTON CHURCH-YARD, NEAR 

CAMBRIDGE. 
Bold Infidelity, turn pale and die ; 
Beneath this stone four Infant's ashes lie ; 
Say, are they lost or saved ? 
If Death’s by sin, they sinn'd because they're here ; 
If Heaven's by works, in Heaven they can't appear - 
Reason, ah, how depraved ! 
Revere the Sacred page—the knot’s untied— ; 
They died, for Adam sinn'd—they live, for Jesus died! 
—=>—_ 


.", City Subscribers are informed, that the Carrier, P. 
Lawrence, is authorized to receive their Subscriptions, and 
will receipt for the same. They will confer a favour by 
paying their Subscriptions on demand. 


ee 








PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS 
PER ANNUM, AT THE OFFICE OF THE GOSPEL 
HERALD, NO. 67 CHRYSTIE-STREET. 
Payable in Advance. 





